
 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome to the 2019 - 2020 school  year at Daarul Uloom Islamic 

School. 

 

My name is Amber Fandel.  I was born and raised in central 

Illinois and currently reside in Peoria.  I graduated December 

2015 with a bachelors in  elementary education with middle 

school endorsement in language arts, physical science, and social 

studies.  This is my third year with Daarul Uloom.  Before coming 

to DU, I taught pre-k at a daycare and was a substitute in various 

districts including District 150.  

 



I have been married to my husband, Jeff, since April 2017.  We 

had a little girl named Maylee in May of 2018.  With that being 

said, my summers are spent with lots of mommy and Maylee time.  

 

I am very excited to begin this year.  I hope to accomplish my goal 

of having a safe, but fun environment for my students. 

 

 

 

Test Schedule: 

Monday- Spelling pre-test 

Tuesday-  

Wednesday- Social Studies/Science  (these two swap every other 

week) 

Thursday- Math Tests 

Friday- Language Arts chapter tests along with a spelling test 

 

Late Penalties: 

Days 1 - 3: 10% per each day late 

Day 4: The assignment will be considered a zero 

 

 

 

 



No Name Papers: 

For the first 2 weeks of school I will write “Warning No Name” on 

the paper and no points will be taken off.  Any papers turned in 

without a name will be placed into the “Unclaimed Bin.”  If the 

student’s Quick-Schools grade is a zero, with the comment 

“Unclaimed Papers”, there are papers in my bin.  Students are 

reminded once before beginning their paper as well as a visual 

sign above the turn in box before they turn in their papers. 

“The first thing you always do is the same….pick up 

your pencil and write your name!” 

 

Grading Scale 

Tests and Projects - 40% 

Quizzes - 20% 

Class Work - 20% 

Homework and Participation - 20% 

 

Scholastic Book Orders 

Each month you will receive a packet that you can look through 

with your child.  You are not required to place an order: however, 

this is a good way to introduce your child to new books and 

receive points for our class so I am able to purchase new books for 

our classroom.  Any time you order online please use our 

classroom code. RQ4KB 



Classroom Management 

Rules of the Road 

1. Be Ready 

2. Be Respectful 

3. Be Responsible 

4. Be a Risk-taker 

 

 

I am implementing a WOW board this year.  This is an easy way to 

reward behavior, academic, performance, and any improvements. 

When a student is caught being kind to others, getting an A on all 

weekly tests, etc. will be able to write their name in a box on the 

WOW Board.  Once the board is full, I will draw 15 spots on the 

board to get a prize. 

 

 



Daily 5 and CAFE Literacy: 

Daily 5 is the structure we use to plan our morning. Children will be busy 

completing meaningful literacy tasks: 

Read to self 

Work on writing 

Word Work 

Listen to reading 

Read to Someone 

 

While the students are engaged in their literacy choices, I will be teaching 

small groups and individuals.  That way everyone can get the instructions 

they need to reach for their highest potential. 

 

CAFE is what we study during the Daily 5 time. CAFE is an acronym for the 

four major components of reading: 

C for Comprehension 

A for Accuracy 

F for Fluency 

E for Expanding Vocabulary 

 

During Daily 5, your child will learn reading strategies within each 

category. These strategies will become tools that help them become better 

readers and writers throughout the year. I will keep you informed of any 

new strategies that are introduced to the whole class. You'll be updated 

about your child's individual strategies through Parent emails or dojo 

messages. Both of these communications will help you reinforce concepts 

when you read with your child at home. 

 



Methods of Communication: 

Be sure that you check out our class webpage, which you can access through 

dupeoria.org under Academics. I will be posting the information you need 

to know on there.  I will try my best to have the webpage updated on 

Fridays before 5:00pm.  This will be the main way of communicating with 

you. 

 

Friday Folder - Every Friday, students will bring home graded homework, 

class work, tests, and quizzes. All graded tests and quizzes must be signed 

and returned back to school. 

Homework Folder - Students will take this folder home and bring it back to 

school daily. 

 

As you know, I have a baby girl.  She is staying with a babysitter in the 

community while I am working, however; I need to leave school in time to 

pick her up by 4:00 p.m..  I am available after school (3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.) 

by appointment only.  Please let me know you need to set up an 

appointment, and I’ll be happy to talk to you about any questions or 

concerns that you may have. If you would like to talk to me after school, let 

me know ahead of time, and we can meet after all the students are 

dismissed (3:30).  I just need to let the babysitter know if I am going to be 

late.  

You may also contact me via email and using the Class DOJO messenger.  I 

will respond to you as quickly as possible.  If you email me after 4:00 p.m., I 

most likely will not respond until the next morning.  During the 

weekend/breaks from school, I may not check it as often, so I may take 

more time to respond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pick Up Time: 

Pick up time for students is no later than 3:30 p.m. from the first grade 

classroom.  A request for early release from school must be made in writing 

and given to the school at least a day in advance. When doing this, please be 

sure to also include the time the student will be leaving. Parents or 

guardians must arrive in person and sign the student out in the office. The 

student will be brought to the office when you have arrived. Please 

remember that dismissal time is not a time to conference.  

 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child this year! 

 

Amber Fandel 

fandela@dupeoria.org 
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Assalamu Alaikum السالم علیكم 

  

My name is Zabia Mansour. I have been teaching at Daarul Uloom for 
seven years. I have more than fifteen years’ experience teaching Arabic 
and Qur’an. I am so excited to be your child’s Arabic and Qur’an teacher. 

I am really looking forward to an exciting and productive year with your 
child! With your help and encouragement Insha Allah there will be a lot of 
growth and enjoyment. 

My goal for Qur’an is to get the students to memorize the Surahs with the 
proper pronunciation and the basic Tajweed. Insha Allah this year we will 
be focusing on Qur’an Made Easy.  

My goal for Arabic is to get the students to build more Arabic vocabulary 
with meaning, simple grammar, and write Arabic words. 
 

Qur’an Class: 
There will be three Qur’an classes per week. Focus will be on proper             
recitation, memorization and the overall understanding of the ayah. 

  
● Memorization homework given every Friday (only once       

per week). 
●  One recitation test per week (Monday) 
● Quran Made Easy test given every Wednesday (only        

once per week). 

 

 



Arabic Class: 
There will be 2 Arabic classes per week: 

● On every other Thursday, we will be having spelling test. 
● Homework is to be submitted on Thursday. It should be          

neat and complete. Any questions are to be asked         
BEFORE the due date. 

● Only one major project will be given this year. 
 
Grading breakdown for Qur’an class 
Test (memorization of the whole Surah) 40% 
Quiz/Homework (memorization of Ayahs)         30% 
Participation 5% 
Qur’an Made Easy 25% 
Grading breakdown for Arabic class: 
Test 30% 
Class work 20% 
Homework 25% 
Project 20% 
Participation 5% 
 

 
Insha Allah by working hand in hand, we can help your child have a 

fantastic year. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 

concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

As- Salaamu Alaykum Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Computer Technology Class at DU. A brief overview about myself. I hold an Engineering                

Degree in Computer Science and this is my second-year teaching at DU. I have taught all the way from                   

preschoolers to college graduates based on the need. I have been a part of IFP Sunday School for over 4                    

years now. I have also served DU in different capacities throughout the course of time. Inshallah this year                  

I will continue teaching Computer technology from elementary through high school. 

I believe it's never too early or too late to teach children the basics of the computers we use every day.                     

Computer skills go beyond knowing how to create a Facebook account or browsing. My goal for this                 

course is to introduce the student to educational uses for computers with proper etiquettes that will allow                 

them to succeed not only in their other classes here at DU, but in future education and jobs as well. 

Core Topics the student will study will include: 

·         Basic computer operation and concepts 

·         Proper keyboard and mouse skills 

·         Cyber safety and Research 

·         Productive tools (Msword, Power point, Excel and Google Applications) 

Quick School Grading will be based on four areas: 

 25% participation/netiquette 

 25% skills/quiz 

 25% behavior/on task respect/expectations met 

 25% sportsmanship/ team-work/projects 

More detailed information about the class, rubrics can be found in the class website at                

http://www.dupeoria.org. Use this site regularly to nd links to class resources, instructions,            

videos, quizzes, news, and examples of outstanding student work. Students will use the site to               

work through the required lessons, quizzes, and projects. While every project or quiz will have a                

specic due date, students have the option to work through the class at a faster pace, while                 

others may require more time to complete the same projects. Projects and quizzes submitted              

after the due date will be subjected to 10% deduction. You may track the student's grades at any                  

time at QuickSchool. 

http://www.dupeoria.org/
http://www.dupeoria.org/


Class Work at Home: 

While working on computer at home is not required, some students may choose to do so in order                  

to complete their in-class work . Students are required to complete at least 50% of the work                 

assigned in class to be graded. Most of the software that we use in class can be downloaded for                   

free or there are free or trial alternatives that can be used at home. Failing to complete less than                   

50% of the in-class work , you will notified personally to help your child and the details of the                   

assignment will be shared with you. 

Care of Classroom Equipment: 

All students are responsible for cleaning their work areas and returning any materials used during               

class to the appropriate storage places. Your help with this is very important so that we may keep                  

the computer room and materials well maintained throughout the year. If any student intentionally              

breaks an item, he or she will be responsible for replacing it. Students are not allowed to bring                  

any food or drink to their computer station and are encouraged to wash their hands regularly                

before coming to class. Students may leave water bottles near the front of the class and can ask                  

for permission to go get a drink if they need to. 

Needed Extra Equipment: 

While DU will provide the computers and other large equipment for the course, there are a few                 

small things that your student will need to bring. 

1. Headphone : 

Students will need simple pair of headphones with them that they can plug into the               

computer. As you can imagine playing audio out loud is distracting to other students in               

the class and will not be allowed. I recommend having a simple (cheap) pair just for the                 

class. Please Note NO BLUETOOTH or WIRELESS HEADPHONES and NO          

EARPLUGS 

2.      USB FLASH DRIVE: (Grade 3 and Up) 

This is an inexpensive storage device that will allow students to easily transport work              

from there to school computer to their home computer if they choose. 

 

 

 



Internet Consent Form 

All students in grades 1-8 are required to submit a signed internet consent form giving permission                

to access the internet at school. The Form shall be handed over to students during their first week                  

of school. Please complete this form and return to me within 1 week from when received.                

Your child will not be allowed to access the school’s computers or internet without this completed                

form. 

  

Thank You …. 

 



ISLAMIC STUDIES  

Mrs. Mubeen Fatima 

  

Meet the teacher… 

  

Assalamualaikum dear parents and students. My name is Mubeen Fatima and           
Insha’Allah I will be the Islamic Studies teacher this year. I am looking forward for               
a year full of fun and learning Insha’Allah. 

I would like to share a little bit about me. I was born and raised in India. I came to                    
Peoria after I got married and have been a resident of Peoria since last 13 years.                
I have three kids Alhumdulillah, 2 girls and a boy, all of them are the students of                 
Daarul Uloom. I have my bachelors in Computer science from Osmania           
University, India. I have also completed professional development trainings in          
Early Childhood education. I worked at Daarul Uloom as a Computer Science            
and Islamic studies teacher for almost two years (2013-2015). I worked as an             
assistant teacher at A+ Children's academy. I have also volunteered as a teacher             
in the Daarul Uloom summer camp. I have been an active PTO member in              
Daarul Uloom. I am very happy to come back to Daarul Uloom as an Islamic               
Studies teacher. 

I believe that it is very important for Muslims to have the knowledge of their Deen                
in order to be successful in this world and the Hereafter. My aim is to build the                 
strong foundation of Islam by encouraging the students to be God conscious,            
principled, well balanced, cooperative, and caring Muslims fully equipped to face           
the challenges of the 21st century and Insha’Allah be a successful one in the              
Hereafter. 

I believe good communication between teacher and parent is important for the            
academic growth and development of a child. Please feel free to contact me if              
you have any questions, concerns or suggestions. 

  



Contact information: 

 Email fatimam@dupeoria.org  or Call Daarul Uloom at 309-691-9089 

 

Class Schedule:  

Days: Monday - Wednesday - Friday  

 

Class expectations: 
● To not miss any class as it is only 3 days a week.  
● To be prepared with all the materials. (Textbooks, work books, pencils etc)  
● To be respectful and responsible  
● To participate in Classroom, homework, and other activity is very 

essential.  

 

Grading Breakdown for Islamic studies: 
Tests/Project:  40% 
Classwork: 20% 
Participation: 10% 
Quiz (weekly): 30%  

 

Class Material:  

I will be using the international curricula Islamic studies textbooks and workbooks            
in class. These books are very well revised and well put for easy understanding              
for kids. It aims the students to identify the basic foundation and principles in a               
very simple way.  

 

 



Class Website: 

I will be updating the Islamic studies page on the class website every week              
Insha’Allah. Please use this link     
https://www.dupeoria.org/DUSchool/ClassWebsite to view the    
information. 

 

https://www.dupeoria.org/DUSchool/ClassWebsite

